
Responsible Visitor Checklist – 
Big Island
Mālama ʻĀina (Care for the Land)

Stay on marked trails and roads

Pack out all trash and recyclables

Do not remove rocks, plants, or cultural items

Avoid disturbing native vegetation or fragile ecosystems

Respect Private Property
Do not trespass on private land

Follow posted signs and local guidance

Ask permission if unsure about access

Wildlife Safety
Observe wildlife from a distance (minimum 50 feet for sea turtles, 150 feet for 
monk seals)

Do not feed animals (including birds, pigs, or goats)

Keep dogs leashed or secured to protect wildlife and livestock

Small Actions That Make a Big Difference
Use reusable water bottles and containers

Minimize single-use plastics wherever possible

Support local businesses respectfully and learn about the community
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Share the land responsibly with other visitors; be patient and courteous

Emergency & Assistance
Emergency (Police, Fire, Medical): 911

Non-emergency police: 808-935-3311

Roadside assistance via your rental car company, auto insurance, or AAA

Note: Cell service may be limited in some areas; plan accordingly.

Calm guidance for real Hawaiʻi travel — BigIslandCopilot.com

This checklist is for general guidance only and does not replace official advisories 
or emergency services.
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http://bigislandcopilot.com/

